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Legislature of the Commonwealth were to be reported to the Congress
of the United States; the Philippine Islands were to recognize the right
of the United States to appropriate property for public use, to main-
tain military and other reservations and armed forces in the Philip-
pines ; the decisions of the Courts of the Commonwealth were to be
subject to review by the Supreme Court of the United States; the
United States might, by Presidential proclamation, exercise the right
to intervene for the preservation of the Government of the Common-
wealth, for the maintenance of government as provided in the consti-
tution, for the protection of life, property and individual liberty, and
for the discharge of government obligations in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution; and the authority of the United States
High Commissioner was to be recognized.
After the drafting and approval of the constitution by the Constitu-
tional Convention, the constitution was to be submitted within two
years to the President of the United States, who was to determine
whether or not it conformed with the provisions of the Act. If
satisfied, he was to inform the Governor-General of the Philippines,
who would then advise the Constitutional Convention. In the
opposite event the President was to instruct the Governor-General,
stating where he considered that the law had not been complied with,
and the Governor-General was to hand on the message to the Con-
vention. After approval, and within four months, the constitution
was to be submitted for ratification or rejection to the qualified
voters of the Philippine Islands.
The section of the Bill which dealt with trade relations fixed the
maximum duty-free imports of Philippine sugar into the United
States at 50,000 tons of refined and 800,000 tons of unrefined sugar
each year, and similarly laid down maximum figures for free imports
of cocoanut oil and manila hemp. The full American duties would
be imposed on sugar, oil, and hemp imports in excess of these
quantities. After the Commonwealth had been in existence for five
years a tax rising gradually from five per cent, to twenty-five per
cent, of American rates was to be imposed on all exports to the United
States—the proceeds from this tax being used to form a sinking
fund for the liquidation * of Philippine bonded indebtedness.
With these exceptions, trade relations between the Philippines
and the United States "were to continue to be governed by the
existing laws, and the arrangements under which American goods
were admitted free into the Islands and the Philippines were denied
the right of concluding reciprocity agreements with neighbouring
countries would therefore remain in force. Trade relations between

